
    2025, №4/1

561

УДК: 37.013.46
DOI 10.33514/1694-7851-2025-4/1-561-572

Ань Бан 
аспирант-изилдөөчү PhD

И. Арабаев атындагы Кыргыз мамлекеттик университети 
Бишкек ш. 

402387567@qq.com
Лиан Чуан

аспирант-изилдөөчү PhD
И. Арабаев атындагы Кыргыз мамлекеттик университети 

Бишкек ш. 
7287611@qq.com

Ли Дань
PhD докторант 

И. Арабаев атындагы Кыргыз мамлекеттик университети 
Бишкек ш. 

383242201@qq.com 

КЫРГЫЗСТАНДАГЫ КЫТАЙ ТИЛИНИН БИЛИМ БЕРҮҮСҮНҮН ӨНҮГҮҮСҮ 
"БИР АЛКАК - БИР ЖОЛ" ДЕМИЛГЕСИНИН ШАРТЫНДА

Аннотация. Эл аралык кытай тилинин билим берүүсүнүн инклюзивдүү өнүгүүсүн алга 
жылдыруу жана анын жалпы прогресссин камсыз кылуу үчүн бүтүн жана системалуу көз 
караш зарыл. Кыргызстандагы кытай тилинин билим берүүсү жогорку жетишкендиктерге 
жетип, Борбор Азиядагы беш өлкө үчүн үлгү болуп калды. Бул макалада Кыргызстандагы 
кытай  тилинин  билим  берүүсүнүн  өнүгүү  абалы,  алынган  сабактар  жана  ийгиликтүү 
тажрыйба үч негизги аспект боюнча каралат: негизги билим берүү, жогорку билим берүү 
жана социалдык окутуу. Макаланын максаты — жаңы доордо эл аралык кытай тилинин 
билим берүүсүн алга жылдырууга өбөлгө түзүү жана Кытай менен Борбор Азия өлкөлөрү 
ортосундагы тилдик алмашуу үчүн сунуштар берүү.

Негизги сөздөр: «Пояс и путь» инициативасы, Кыргызстан, Кытай тилин билим берүү, 
Өнүгүү тенденциялары.

Ань Бан
аспирант-исследователь PhD

Кыргызский государственный университет имени И. Арабаева
г. Бишкек

402387567@qq.com
Лянь Чуан

аспирант-исследователь PhD
Кыргызский государственный университет имени И. Арабаева

г. Бишкек
7287611@qq.com

Ли Дань
PhD докторант 

Кыргызский государственный университет имени И. Арабаева

mailto:402387567@qq.com
mailto:402387567@qq.com
mailto:383242201@qq.com
mailto:402387567@qq.com
mailto:402387567@qq.com


    2025, №4/1

562

г. Бишкек
383242201@qq.com 

ОБЗОР КИТАЙСКОГО ЯЗЫКОВОГО ОБРАЗОВАНИЯ В КЫРГЫЗСТАНЕ В 
УСЛОВИЯХ ИНИЦИАТИВЫ "ПОЯС И ПУТЬ"

Аннотация.  Для  продвижения  инклюзивного  развития  международного  китайского 
языкового  образования  и  обеспечения  его  общего  прогресса  необходима  целостная  и 
системная  перспектива.  Китайское  языковое  образование  в  Кыргызстане  достигло 
выдающихся результатов, став образцом для пяти центральноазиатских стран. В данной статье 
рассматриваются статус развития, извлечённые уроки и успешный опыт китайского языкового 
образования в Кыргызстане по трём макроаспектам: базовое образование, высшее образование 
и  социальное  обучение.  Цель  статьи  —  способствовать  продвижению  международного 
китайского  языкового  образования  в  новую  эпоху  и  предоставить  рекомендации  для 
языкового обмена между Китаем и центральноазиатскими странами.

Ключевые  слова:  Инициатива  «Пояс  и  путь»,  Кыргызстан,  Образование  китайского 
языка, Тенденции развития.
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AN OVERVIEW OF CHINESE LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN KYRGYZSTAN AMID 
THE “BELT AND ROAD” INITIATIVE

Abstract.  To advance the inclusive development of international Chinese language education 
and steer its overall progress, a holistic and systematic perspective is essential. Chinese language 
education in Kyrgyzstan has achieved remarkable outcomes, emerging as a model for the five Central 
Asian  nations.  This  paper  explores  the  development  status,  lessons  learned,  and  successful 
experiences of Chinese language education in Kyrgyzstan across three macro dimensions: basic 
education,  higher education,  and social  training.  Its  purpose is  to facilitate the advancement of 
international Chinese language education in the new era and offer insights for language exchange 
between China and Central Asian countries.
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Trends.

1. Historical Background
The Kyrgyz Republic, commonly known as Kyrgyzstan, is situated in northeastern Central Asia 

with a total border length of roughly 4,503 kilometers. It shares borders with Kazakhstan to the north 
and northeast, Tajikistan to the south, Uzbekistan to the southwest, and China to the southeast and 
east.  As of June 1, 2020, Kyrgyzstan had a registered permanent population of 6.5637 million, 
consisting of more than 80 ethnic groups. The Kyrgyz ethnic group constitutes 73.5%, followed by the 
Uzbek ethnic group at 14.7%, the Russian ethnic group at 5.5%, and the Dungan ethnic group at 1.1%. 
Kyrgyz serves as the national language, while Russian holds the status of an official language [1, р. 2-
3].

Since  gaining  independence  in  1991,  Kyrgyzstan  has  proactively  carried  out  international 
Chinese language education activities to meet the demands of economic, trade, and cultural exchanges 
with China, yielding significant results. International Chinese language education in Kyrgyzstan is 
mainly divided into two categories based on organizers: school-based teaching and social training. 
From the perspective of leading entities, it can be classified into independent initiatives by Kyrgyzstan 
and Sino-Kyrgyz cooperative  programs.  The former  refers  to  foreign language teaching within 
Kyrgyzstan, specifically Chinese as a foreign language taught in primary and secondary schools, 
colleges, and social training institutions. The latter involves the promotion of Chinese as a second 
language through Confucius Institutes and Confucius Classrooms.Academic papers and graduation 
theses have extensively covered the latter, both from macro and micro perspectives, so this paper will 
not elaborate on it further. In contrast, research on the former is relatively scarce, especially macro-
level overviews of Chinese language teaching in Kyrgyzstan’s schools and social training programs. 
The implementation of these two types of Chinese language teaching essentially reflects Kyrgyzstan’s 
understanding of Chinese culture and symbolizes a spiritual connection with China [2, р. 87].

2. Current Status Survey
In September and October 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward the cooperation 

initiatives of building the “Silk Road Economic Belt” and the “21st Century Maritime Silk Road” 
respectively.  The  proposal  of  the  “Belt  and  Road”  Initiative  has  acted  as  a  catalyst  for  the 
development  of  Chinese  language  education  in  Kyrgyzstan.  By  the  end  of  2020,  China  had 
established  4  Confucius  Institutes,  23  Confucius  Classrooms,  and  nearly  47  affiliated  Chinese 
language teaching sites in Kyrgyzstan. This makes Kyrgyzstan the country with the largest number of 
Confucius Classrooms in Asia,  with a total  of over 25,000 registered students. Meanwhile,  the 
teaching of Chinese as a foreign language in Kyrgyzstan has also made notable progress. However, 
preliminary interviews with Kyrgyz learners of Chinese revealed that they still have certain regrets 
and expectations regarding Chinese as a foreign language teaching in the country. To address this 
issue, the research team collaborated with 18 Chinese teachers, volunteers, and local teachers from 
Confucius Institutes and Confucius Classrooms, dividing them into two groups. They conducted a 
survey on the status of Chinese as a foreign language teaching in the northern region centered on 
Bishkek and the southern region centered on Osh, aiming to identify existing problems at the macro, 
meso, and micro levels. The survey lasted from June 2018 to August 2020, spanning two years. The 
survey sites included 8 universities, 30 primary and secondary schools, and 6 training centers. The 
main  survey  methods  included  questionnaires,  seminars,  classroom  observations,  and  teaching 
material  reviews,  covering  aspects  such  as  teachers,  textbooks,  teaching  methods,  curriculum 
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development, teaching needs, teaching effectiveness, and target audiences. The following presents the 
results of this survey [3, р. 1-2; 4, р. 3]:

2.1 Basic Education
(1)  High  Educational  Qualifications  of  Teachers,  but  Imbalanced  Professional  Title 

Structure
The number of Chinese language teachers in basic education is relatively sufficient, and their 

educational  backgrounds  and  professional  skills  generally  meet  the  requirements,  but  their 
professional  titles are generally low. Compared with the past,  the number of Chinese language 
teachers in Kyrgyzstan’s basic education has increased significantly, with a student-teacher ratio 
reaching 1:46.  Considering that  Chinese  is  mostly  a  second or  third  foreign language in  basic 
education, this number is basically sufficient for daily teaching.Over 90% of these teachers hold a 
bachelor’s degree, but only 30% have a background in Chinese language studies. Among Chinese 
language teachers, the number of Dungan teachers continues to grow and they are quite popular. In 
addition, the demand for China to dispatch full-time teachers is also on the rise. Although China has 
dispatched full-time teachers accounting for 30% of the total, this is far from meeting the actual 
needs.The  proportion  of  professional  titles  among  Chinese  language  teachers  in  Kyrgyzstan  is 
0:3:19:42 (professor, associate professor, lecturer, and teaching assistant). Currently, only a small 
number  of  Chinese  language  teachers  hold  senior  professional  titles,  and  most  of  them  have 
backgrounds unrelated to Chinese language and language education [2]. The shortage of highly 
qualified teachers has led to a long-term lag in teaching theory, which is disconnected from actual 
teaching needs.

(2) Standardized Classroom Teaching, but Room for Improvement in Teaching Methods
While the core elements of classroom teaching have matured and teaching practices have become 
more systematic, there is still a gap between the current teaching methods and the optimal standards  
for  language education.  With  the  in-depth  development  of  Chinese  language teaching,  Chinese 
language education has received significant attention in Kyrgyzstan’s basic education system, leading 
to  more  standardized  teaching  models.Taking  20  primary  schools  in  northern  Bishkek  and 
surrounding areas as an example, approximately 75% have implemented curriculum standards, and 
about 80% adopt unified assessment formats. Among Chinese language teachers, 82% have complete 
lesson plans, 90% follow curriculum standards, and 92% maintain teaching calendars. However, only 
80% strictly adhere to these schedules and syllabi.As a second language course, the fundamental goal 
of Chinese language education is to improve students’ communicative competence through practical 
language activities. However, surveys show that most teachers still mainly use traditional lecture-
based teaching methods centered on knowledge transmission.  This teacher-centered approach is 
disconnected  from real  language  environments  and deviates  from the  core  teaching objectives, 
resulting in students’ dissatisfaction with Chinese language teaching, with a satisfaction rate of less 
than 30%.

(3) Advanced Learning Environment and Growing Learning Demand
The Chinese language learning environment and conditions have further improved, and learners’ 

needs are no longer limited to using Chinese as a learning tool. With the socio-economic development 
of Kyrgyzstan and the strong support from the Chinese government,  the environment for using 
Chinese has become increasingly diverse.For a long time, China has been Kyrgyzstan’s largest 
investor and second-largest trading partner. There are numerous Chinese-funded or Sino-Kyrgyz joint 
ventures in Kyrgyzstan, and nearly 20,000 Chinese residents (excluding the local Dungan and Uyghur 
communities), making it relatively easy for learners to find opportunities to use Chinese.Especially 
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after the establishment of the four Confucius Institutes, the promotion of Chinese culture and Sino-
Kyrgyz cultural exchange activities have become more frequent. Various language communication 
activities such as language salons, language corners, and language walls/panels have emerged one 
after  another.  Some  modern  language  teaching  equipment,  such  as  digital  TVs,  multimedia 
computers, teaching projectors, and DVD players, has also entered classrooms.In Bishkek, nearly all 
Chinese language classrooms in 10 primary and secondary schools are decorated with Chinese 
cultural elements, such as facial makeup, traditional Chinese paintings, paper-cutting, Chinese knots, 
and calligraphy works. A survey on learning motivation shows that 30.7% of students choose to learn 
Chinese to “study in China,” and 32% choose it because they “enjoy Chinese.” Clearly, this integrated 
learning motivation has become mainstream.

2.2 Higher Education
(1) Clear Teaching Objectives and Scientific Curriculum Design
The teaching objectives of Chinese language courses are determined based on social and learner 

needs, making them more practical. The curriculum design takes into account the comprehensive and 
foundational characteristics of language teaching, making it more reasonable.
Since the proposal and implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative, the main goal of Chinese  
language teaching in Kyrgyzstan’s universities has been to cultivate bilingual talents proficient in 
both Chinese and Kyrgyz. The clarity of this objective has made the curriculum design of Chinese 
language courses more in line with actual needs, which is reflected in the understanding of the 
attributes of Chinese language courses and the arrangement of course types, time, and space.Among 
Kyrgyzstan’s  universities  that  offer  Chinese  language  teaching,  65%  have  made  Chinese  a 
compulsory course,  and 35% have made it  an elective course.  Taking Alatau University  as  an 
example, its Chinese language course schedule is very clear: in the first and second years, reading and 
writing,  oral,  listening,  and  comprehensive  courses  are  offered;  in  the  third  and  fourth  years, 
translation courses (Chinese-Russian and Chinese-Kyrgyz), advanced oral, and writing courses are 
offered; in the fifth year, modern Chinese literature, ancient Chinese, Chinese literature, and Chinese 
history courses are offered.A questionnaire survey on the curriculum design of Chinese majors in 
Kyrgyzstan’s universities found that 68 students (about 75% of the total) expressed satisfaction, 19 
students (about 21% of the total) expressed indifference, and only 3 students chose dissatisfaction.

(2) Improved “Theory-Oriented” Phenomenon and Significant Progress in Oral Teaching 
Effectiveness

In terms of course selection, the proportion of theoretical knowledge has gradually decreased, 
while  the  emphasis  on  practical  language  application  has  increased.  Taking  Chinese  language 
textbooks as an example, “New Practical Chinese Textbook,” “Happy Chinese,” and “New Chinese 
Goals” have become mainstream teaching materials  in Kyrgyzstan’s  universities.  Among them, 
approximately  42%  of  institutions  use  “New  Practical  Chinese  Textbook,”  40%  use  “Happy 
Chinese,” and 18% use “New Chinese Goals.”The most distinctive feature of “New Practical Chinese 
Textbook” is its  focus on phonetic teaching, integration of listening and speaking practice, and 
functional teaching methods—all of which reflect a practical-oriented curriculum. “Happy Chinese” 
stands  out  for  its  classroom activities  designed  as  interactive  games  and  interesting  exercises, 
adopting a learner-centered approach that emphasizes “learning by doing” and practical application.A 
survey on Kyrgyz students’ satisfaction with Chinese oral teaching shows that 75.3% of students are 
highly satisfied with the teaching results. A proficiency test for Kyrgyz international students at 
Xinjiang  University  found  that  84.7%  of  them  have  reached  HSK  Level  3.  The  significant 
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improvement in oral teaching effectiveness is mainly due to the fact that Kyrgyzstan’s universities no 
longer take translation as the main objective of Chinese language teaching.

(3) Progress in Textbook Development, but Urgent Need to Update Textbook Compilation 
Theory

Textbooks have evolved from a single model to a diversified one, with self-compiled textbooks 
emerging alongside imported ones. However, the theory of textbook compilation is still influenced by 
Soviet concepts. With the in-depth development of Chinese language teaching in universities, the 
situation of “one textbook for multiple courses” has been changed, and selecting textbooks according 
to different course types has become a trend.Taking Turkic Manas University in Kyrgyzstan as an 
example,  its  Chinese  major  offers  textbooks  such  as  “New  Practical  Chinese  Textbook,” 
“Intermediate  Chinese  Reading,”  “The Road to  Success,”  “Liberal  Chinese,”  “College  Chinese 
(Listening),” “Experiential Chinese,” “Learning Chinese by Reading Stories,” and “China Overview 
Cultural Reader,” which correspond to courses such as intensive reading, extensive reading, listening, 
culture, and Chinese characters for different grades.Kyrgyzstan’s universities have also seen the 
emergence of self-compiled or co-compiled Chinese language textbooks, such as “Chinese” co-
authored  by  China  and  Kyrgyzstan,  “China  Literary  Classics  Quick  Guide”  co-authored  by 
Kyrgyzstan  and  Russia,  “Modern  Use  of  Ancient  Chinese,”  “History  of  Chinese  Characters” 
compiled by Dungan scholar Liu Weigang, “Chinese Applied Text Reading,” and “Li Bai’s Poetry 
Collection.”The  compilation  concept  reflected  in  these  self-compiled  or  co-compiled  Chinese 
language  textbooks  emphasizes  literature  and  translation  over  humanistic  elements  and 
communicative skills in practical scenarios. Under this concept, the textbooks have excessive literary 
tendencies  and  lack  flexible  oral  content.  At  the  same  time,  overemphasizing  translation  and 
neglecting the construction of Chinese language application environments result in limited language 
communication content.

2.3 Social Training
(1) Expanded Participation Scope and Enhanced Influence
The number of institutions offering Chinese language training programs has increased, showing 

broad social participation and a strong public welfare orientation. With the vigorous development of 
Chinese language education in Kyrgyzstan’s universities and the expansion of Confucius Institutes 
and Confucius Classrooms, these professional institutions have extended their services to the social 
training field.Universities such as the American University of Central Asia and Qiu Yi University 
have launched Chinese language training courses through their Chinese departments, mainly focusing 
on  HSK  exam  preparation.  Taking  the  National  University  of  Kyrgyzstan  as  an  example,  its 
Confucius Institute organizes Chinese cultural skills workshops every semester, which are open to 
students from various teaching sites and Confucius Classrooms in Bishkek free of charge.These 
workshops cover martial arts, cooking, traditional Chinese painting, tea ceremony, dance, guzheng 
(Chinese zither), calligraphy, and paper-cutting, with martial arts and cooking attracting more than 
80% of participants. Notably, the university’s students won the top three prizes in the 2018 17th 
Chinese Bridge World University Chinese Competition Kyrgyzstan Preliminary Round. In the 2019 
18th Chinese Bridge World Secondary School Chinese Competition Kyrgyzstan Preliminary Round, 
students from its affiliated high school won the first and second prizes.The HSK exam preparation 
courses have significantly improved the Chinese proficiency of Kyrgyzstan’s university students, as 
evidenced  by  a  20% annual  increase  in  the  number  of  recipients  of  the  Chinese  Government 
Scholarship (CGS).
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(2)  Chinese  as  a  Hot  Topic  in  Training and Surging Demand for  Chinese  Language 
Training

Chinese language teaching has become a mandatory program for social training institutions, and 
the types of Chinese language learning needs are also expanding. Among the more than 100 social 
training institutions in Kyrgyzstan, 98.5% include Chinese language teaching in their training content, 
and  100% of  language  training  institutions  offer  Chinese  language  courses.During  this  period, 
affected by the international financial crisis and the “4·7” revolution, Kyrgyzstan’s economic growth 
slowed down. After implementing the national economic stabilization and development strategy from 
2013 to 2017, Kyrgyzstan’s economic trend began to stabilize. By the end of 2017, there were 574 
Chinese-funded enterprises operating in Kyrgyzstan, including 177 joint ventures and 397 wholly 
foreign-owned enterprises, employing more than 11,000 local employees. Among them, only about 
10%  can  basically  communicate  in  Chinese,  and  nearly  10,000  still  need  Chinese  language 
training.According to data released by the Kyrgyzstan National Statistical Committee, from January 
to December 2017, the trade volume between Kyrgyzstan and China reached $1.5976 billion, a year-
on-year increase of 3.2%. Exports to China amounted to $97.5 million, a year-on-year increase of 
21.7%; imports from China reached $1.5001 billion, a year-on-year increase of 2.2% [3]. The large-
scale economic and trade activities also require a large number of Chinese-Kyrgyz bilingual talents, 
leading to a continuous increase in the demand for social Chinese language training.

(3) Highlighting the Characteristics of Social Training and Expanding the Content of 
Language Training

Social training is different from school education and should emphasize its market-oriented 
characteristics, adapt to the characteristics of the target audience, and meet their needs. At the same 
time, it should not be limited to the existing training content.The atmosphere for learning Chinese in 
Kyrgyzstan is relatively strong, with convenient learning conditions and relatively low tuition fees, 
generally  ranging from 1,000 to  2,000 soms per  month,  equivalent  to  about  100 to  200 yuan. 
However, 84.7% of training institutions position themselves as extensions of school teaching, with 
teaching methods and forms similar  to  those  in  schools,  becoming typical  HSK exam tutoring 
institutions. This type of education and training belongs to K11 (grades 1-11) teaching and training,  
which only fills the gaps in classroom teaching.In contrast, Chinese language social training should 
focus on the language needs of social members, especially employees of Chinese-funded or Sino-
Kyrgyz joint ventures, personnel engaged in Sino-Kyrgyz economic and cultural exchanges, and 
those who travel or work in China. According to surveys, among local employees of Chinese-funded 
enterprises in southern Kyrgyzstan, Russian is the most commonly used working language (57.1%), 
followed by Chinese (41.2%). As many as 97.1% of employees can communicate in Russian, while 
only 32.5% can communicate in Chinese, indicating a huge demand for corporate Chinese language 
training.

3. Development Trends
With the further implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative in countries and regions along 

the route—especially in promoting mutual understanding among people, facilitating exchanges and 
dialogues between different civilizations and religions, advancing education and cultural exchanges, 
and achieving remarkable progress in tourism development—new trends have emerged in Chinese 
language education in Kyrgyzstan, and these new trends will continue for a long time.

3.1 Basic Education
(1) younger Age Trend of Chinese Language Teaching and Expansion of the Learning 

Population
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Chinese language teaching is gradually extending to lower grades in basic education, and even to 
preschool education, with the number of learners continuing to expand. The rapid development of 
Confucius  Institutes  and Confucius  Classrooms in  Kyrgyzstan,  especially  the  “butterfly  effect” 
formed by a large number of Kyrgyzstan’s middle school graduates studying in China and obtaining 
satisfactory jobs, has attracted many Kyrgyz families to shift their foreign language learning focus to 
Chinese language education.According to random interviews with residents in Bishkek, Osh, and 
other places, about one-third of parents are willing to let their children learn Chinese and are also 
willing to start learning Chinese at an earlier age. In some cities in Kyrgyzstan, Chinese language 
education  is  gradually  being  offered  in  primary  schools  and  even  kindergartens.A  prominent 
manifestation  of  this  trend  is  the  rooting  and  growth  of  Chinese  culture  among  children  and 
adolescents. A reporter from the Global Times attended a “Wulin Conference” held at the National 
Children and Youth Activity Center in Bishkek, where more than 150 local teenagers performed with 
swords, spears, staffs, long fists, and Tai Chi, most of whom were between 7 and 18 years old  
[4].According to incomplete statistics, the total number of students learning Chinese at all levels and 
types in Kyrgyzstan’s basic education institutions has reached 40,000, accounting for 1/30 of the total 
population aged 0-18.

(2)  Consolidated  Status  of  Chinese  Language  Courses  and  Prospect  of  Becoming  a 
Compulsory Subject in the National College Entrance Examination

As a foreign language option in Kyrgyzstan’s basic education, Chinese language courses are 
becoming increasingly stable, and there is a high possibility that Chinese will  be included as a 
compulsory foreign language in future college entrance exams.In 2016, Kyrgyzstan issued the “2017-
2030  Multilingual  Education  Implementation  Plan,”  emphasizing  the  implementation  of  three-
language teaching in all public primary and secondary schools. The three languages refer to the 
national language (Kyrgyz), the official language (Russian), and a foreign language (English or 
Chinese). Although the phased implementation plan mainly focuses on English, the inclusion of 
Chinese as a third language reflects its recognized importance.Affected by the economic stagnation in 
the United States and Europe and the rise of nationalism, the influence of Chinese in Kyrgyzstan is  
gradually expanding, showing signs of surpassing English. This trend is particularly obvious in 
southern regions. For example, Chinese has replaced English as a compulsory subject at Osmanov 
Secondary School in Jalal-Abad Region, indicating that Chinese has been partially integrated into 
Kyrgyzstan’s national education system.Kyrgyzstan’s universities adopt an independent enrollment 
system,  mainly  through  compulsory  knowledge  assessments  and  interviews.  Interviews  with 
university presidents in southern Kyrgyzstan show that they all plan to include Chinese proficiency 
tests in their knowledge assessment content.

(3) Theoretical Gaps in Preschool Education and Fragmented Systematic Framework
The current Chinese language education for preschool children lacks a comprehensive teaching 

framework, and the national education system has insufficient coherence in theoretical development, 
failing to establish systematic principles for language teaching.According to statistics from the Asian 
Development Bank, Kyrgyzstan ranks approximately 144th in the world in terms of scientific and 
technological capabilities among 230 countries, with relatively weak research infrastructure. This 
technological disadvantage has led to a shortage of theoretical studies on Chinese language education, 
with most research concentrated on international students. To date, only two academic papers on 
Chinese language teaching methods have been published by local Kyrgyz teachers.Low salaries and 
high turnover rates among local Chinese language teachers have further reduced their enthusiasm for 
academic research. A survey of Chinese language teachers in primary and secondary schools in 
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Shyakhtyk found that only 10% of them plan to conduct theoretical research.With the increasing 
popularity of preschool Chinese language education, the lack of theoretical guidance may lead to the 
solidification of teaching practices. Moreover, the lack of systematic theoretical research has affected 
the coherence of Chinese language education at all levels, resulting in unscientific and irrational 
teaching methods.

3.2 Higher Education
(1) New Approaches to Expanding the Teaching Team and Improved “Low Salary and 

Low Status” Phenomenon
In addition to the existing government scholarship system, other forms have been added to the 

training of Chinese language teachers. Through new training channels, the knowledge literacy and 
teaching skills of Chinese language teachers continue to improve.In Kyrgyzstan’s universities, local 
Chinese language teachers are mainly composed of postgraduates majoring in Chinese language 
(77.5%) and non-Chinese language majors (22.5%). According to a survey of local Chinese language 
teachers at five universities in Shikak, 75% of the teachers have more than two years of study 
experience in China, and 95.5% of them have received Chinese government scholarships.To improve 
the Chinese language literacy and teaching abilities of local Chinese language teachers, the Confucius 
Institute Headquarters has carried out large-scale “local Chinese language teacher training” both in 
China and abroad, combining “going out” and “bringing in” training methods. By the end of 2019, a 
total of 73,000 people had been trained, including more than 200 local Kyrgyz teachers.At the same 
time, Kyrgyzstan’s universities have actively contacted four Confucius Institutes and sent teachers to 
receive professional training there. In addition, activities similar to the “Seed Teacher Program” have 
been launched. Kyrgyzstan’s Confucius Institutes cooperate with foreign language universities to 
cultivate Chinese language education talents for basic education through academic programs, thereby 
enriching the team of Chinese language teachers in the basic education stage.

(2) Diversified Training Models and Evolving Chinese Language Teaching Objectives
The  training  models  have  shifted  from  traditional  translation-focused  models  to  teacher 

education  and  professional  skill  development  models,  and  the  objectives  of  Chinese  language 
teaching have extended beyond simply acquiring language knowledge and improving communication 
skills.To cultivate multilingual teacher talents, Kyrgyzstan’s universities will gradually implement 
three training models:Professional bachelor’s degree programs based on the “Content and Language 
Integrated Learning” (CLIL) method. These programs offer courses using a second language as the 
teaching medium and arrange teaching internships in pilot primary and secondary schools.Master’s 
programs in “Multilingual Education Teacher Training.” These programs have been redesigned to 
provide advanced professional training for master’s students in multilingual teaching in educational 
institutions, including target language courses and ensuring that students obtain language proficiency 
certificates upon graduation.Dual-major programs using foreign languages as the teaching medium. 
These programs aim to cultivate bilingual teachers proficient in both their native language and a 
second  language.Since  2017,  Kyrgyzstan’s  universities  have  mainly  adopted  these  models  for 
Chinese language teaching, especially the CLIL model and the multilingual teacher training model, 
which essentially combine Chinese language teaching with professional learning (the C+ model).  
Under this framework, Chinese language teaching focuses on integrating language knowledge and 
skills as the foundation for the development of professional abilities.

(3) Continuous Improvement of Teaching Methods and Need for Diversified Evaluation 
Systems
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While innovative teaching methods tailored to language environments and learner characteristics 
have  emerged,  single-dimensional  evaluation  methods  still  dominate.  Although  the  traditional 
grammar-translation method from the Soviet era has been gradually abandoned in Kyrgyzstan’s 
universities, effective teaching strategies suitable for non-target language environments are still under 
development.At  Bishkek  Humanitarian  University,  the  lecture-based  teaching  model  is  being 
replaced  by  scenario-based  teaching,  case  studies,  and  interactive  discussions.  Among  five 
Kyrgyzstan universities, 65% of Chinese language teachers have adopted these innovative methods, 
achieving an 86% student satisfaction rate.  However,  adult  learners still  lack access to modern 
teaching aids, and standardized evaluation frameworks are still underdeveloped.Currently, outcome-
based evaluations using the HSK (Chinese Proficiency Test) remain the main evaluation method. This 
has led to the expansion of a “score-centered” culture, where exam results are more important than the 
actual development of language skills. Moreover, the lack of formative evaluations means that student 
progress and teaching quality—from classroom participation to homework submission and lesson 
preparation—are  not  effectively  monitored.  Therefore,  establishing  a  comprehensive  evaluation 
system is crucial to ensuring the quality and standardization of Chinese language education.

3.3 Social Training
(1) Significant Expansion of Training Institutions and Diversified Curriculum
Chinese language training institutions have expanded from the two central cities in the north and 

south to other medium and small cities, and their curriculum is no longer limited to HSK exam 
preparation. Although Kyrgyzstan’s economy is mainly based on agriculture and animal husbandry, 
the country has achieved some industrial development in recent years, especially in urban areas where 
the tertiary industry has grown rapidly.In 2021,  the total  value of  various service industries in 
Kyrgyzstan reached 8,587.36 som (approximately $10.146 billion), a year-on-year increase of 10.2%. 
Currently, Chinese language training institutions are expanding from Bishkek and Osh to surrounding 
medium and small cities, and their number has also increased significantly. According to incomplete 
statistics, there are now more than 100 Chinese language training institutions in Kyrgyzstan.These 
institutions have adapted to the country’s social development trends, and their curriculum largely 
meets market demands and learners’ needs. Taking the Osh Datang Market Chinese Training Center 
as an example, in addition to offering Chinese-Russian and Chinese-Kyrgyz bilingual translation 
courses,  it  also  provides  specialized  courses  such  as  Business  Chinese,  Tourism Chinese,  and 
Economic and Trade Chinese. Furthermore, in response to market demands, the center offers courses 
that combine Chinese with marketing, market management, warehousing and logistics management, 
and e-commerce. Similar cases can be found in various industries in Kyrgyzstan.

(2) Standardized Social Training and Growing Chinese Learning Atmosphere
Chinese  language  training  institutions  are  adopting  more  standardized  management  and 

supervision in  their  teaching processes,  which not  only  attracts  students  but  also  promotes  the 
nationwide enthusiasm for learning and using Chinese. While emphasizing basic reading and writing 
skills, these institutions now pay more attention to practical application abilities, striving to cultivate 
students’  comprehensive  Chinese  language  skills  in  listening,  speaking,  reading,  writing,  and 
translation.With the increase in the number of Chinese language training institutions, competition has 
become  increasingly  fierce.  The  quality  of  an  institution  is  mainly  reflected  in  its  teaching 
effectiveness, which is directly related to whether it adheres to standardized teaching. A survey of 
Chinese language training institutions in Bishkek shows that  approximately 85% of them have 
established  teaching  evaluation  mechanisms  to  improve  teaching  quality  through  teacher 
supervision.Chinese  language  training  centers  established by Kyrgyz  people  of  Xinjiang origin 
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(accounting for about 75%) who are proficient in both Kyrgyz and Chinese, and by pure Kyrgyz 
people (about 25%) who can speak Chinese, have created a strong social learning atmosphere. This 
social trend has promoted the expansion of Chinese language education from closed campuses to 
broader communities and from students to the general public, contributing to the promotion and 
popularization of Chinese in Kyrgyzstan.

(3) Addressing Language Policy Gaps to Promote Multilingual Harmony
Given Kyrgyzstan’s ethnic and historical background, as well as the influence of the EU’s 

“TAMPS Programme,” “Erasmus+ Programme,” and “Erasmus World Programme,” the country’s 
current language policy has shortcomings that hinder the development of a harmonious multilingual 
environment.The “2017-2030 Multilingual Education Implementation Plan” prioritizes English as a 
third language while neglecting Chinese as another third language option. By the end of 2017, 
Kyrgyzstan had 376 classes in 78 primary and secondary schools, 17 kindergartens, and 5 universities, 
with 10,144 students and more than 500 teachers participating in pilot programs.As Kyrgyzstan’s 
friendly neighbor, largest investor, and second-largest export destination, China’s language—Chinese
—has not been given priority over English, which reflects a major defect in Kyrgyzstan’s language 
policy. Social training institutions, as off-campus educational entities, are less affected by language 
policies. Through Chinese language training programs, we can enhance the influence of Chinese and 
elevate its status in Kyrgyzstan’s education system.According to the latest statistics, Kyrgyzstan has 
approximately  180,000  overseas  Chinese,  including  more  than  40,000  Uyghurs,  100,000  Hui 
(including Dungan), and 20,000 Han, Kazakh, Uzbek, and Kyrgyz ethnic groups. Considering that the 
Dungan language is a branch of modern Chinese [5, р. 25-45], Kyrgyzstan has at least 120,000 
Chinese speakers, accounting for 1.8% of the total population and ranking fourth in the country’s 
language user statistics.
Designating Chinese as Kyrgyzstan’s third language is in line with the country’s language reality and 
is crucial for building a harmonious multilingual environment. Chinese language social training in 
Kyrgyzstan  has  played  a  role  in  promoting  mutual  tolerance  and  cooperation  among  multiple 
languages.

4. Conclusion
From the development and characteristics of Chinese language teaching in Kyrgyzstan’s basic 

education,  higher  education,  and  social  training,  it  can  be  seen  that  the  achievements  in  the 
international promotion of Chinese are not only the result of the long-term efforts of Confucius 
Institutes and Confucius Classrooms but also a reflection of the growing soft power of Chinese culture 
[2, р. 94]. Of course, this is also related to other countries’ positive responses to China’s friendly 
diplomatic policies. The measures proposed under the Belt and Road Initiative to strengthen scientific 
research and personnel exchanges, and to promote language and cultural cooperation among countries 
along the route, are consistent with the Kyrgyz Republic’s 2040 National Development Strategy. In 
the future, cooperation in Chinese language education will become an effective tool for China and 
Kyrgyzstan  to  establish  and  maintain  international  dialogue,  creating  broad  possibilities  for 
coordinating cultural, social, and political standards, and playing an important role in enhancing 
mutual understanding and strengthening bilateral cooperation between China and Kyrgyzstan.
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